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Tax reform events

Arise workshops help people
understand the tax reform
plan. Our PowerPoint presenta-
tion wins praise for its clarity.
The workshops listed here are
open to the public. For an up-to-
date listing, see the Announce-
ments at www.arisecitizens.org.
Dem opolis 10:00 Sat, Aug 23,
Christian Chapel Baptist Church
Autaugaville High School 5:30
Sat, Aug 23

Montgomery 6:30 pm Mon,
Aug 25, Church of Latter Day
Saints, Carter Hill Rd.

Upper Sand Mountain Parish
noon and 7:00 pm Tu, Aug 26
Mobile 4:00 pm Tu, Aug 26,
Inner City Mission

Mobile 6:00 pm Tu, Aug 26, Mt.
Hebron Family Life Center
Huntsville 7:00 pm Tu, Aug 26,
Crisis Center

Dem opolis 6:00 pm Wed Aug
27, Morningstar Baptist Church,
614 E. Jackson St.

Selma 6:00 pm Th, Aug 28,
Kiddy Kastle #2

Camp McD owell (near Jasper)
1:00 Sun, Aug 31. Hosted by St.
Stephens Episcopal, B ham.
Birmingham 10:00 and 6:30 Tu,
Sept 2, Alabama Reformation
Day Rally, Church of the
Reconciler, 112 14" St. N,
Birmingham 12:00 Wed, Sept 3,
Leonard's Restaurant, 104 6™
Ave. S. Sponsored by the
Titusville Civitan Club.
Birmingham 5:30 dinner, 6:00
workshop Wed, Sept 3, Eastlake
United Methodist Church
Birmingham 5:45 Wed, Sept 3,
First United Methodist Church
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Arise hits the road

100 Arise tax reform workshops!

Arise has scheduled 100 tax reform
workshops and has already led 64. We
have spoken on panels and Kimble
preached a sermon or two, but primarily
we have shared our PowerPoint
overview of the proposed tax reform.

When we have enough time, we can
persuade most people that the reform
plan is a good one. Such a complex plan
cannot be explained in a 30-second TV
commercial. Of course, TV reaches
more people, but we have taken one
major assignment: to energize our base
of support. We expect to reach over
2,000 people in our workshops, and we
estimate that each of them will influence
ten others. If the vote is close, Arise may
offer the margin of victory.

Here are a couple of questions we
keep getting at workshops:

%IWhy shouldn t we earmark the new
money? After this plan is fully imple-
mented and our un-earmarked money
grows by $1.2 billion  Alabama will still
earmark 74% of its budget. That s more
earmarking than in any other state. We
are trusting elected leaders to budget the
unfettered 26%, as legislators do in every
other state. They will appropriate the
new money to the areas of greatest need,
and we will hold them accountable at the
ballot box for their dedsions.

%Twhy don t singles get tax breaks
like families get? For the first time,
children will be worth the same amount
on your 2004 income tax form as adults.

As a single person, your worth in tax
terms grows from $1,500 to $2,170, but
that s not as dramatic as the child s
increase from $300 to $2,170.

Christian Coalition s
poor stewardship
hurts Alabamians

By The Rev. Tom Duley

Bob Riley asks that his tax reform plan
be tested by what it does for the least of
these. Now that our conservative Chris-
tian governor has crafted a progressive
tax plan out of scriptural inspiration, you
might expect the Christian Coalition of
Alabama to be pleased. It is not. On its
Web site, the Coalition purports to tell
The TRUTH About Taxes in

Alabama. The phrase, with its punched-
up capitals, all but calls Gov. Riley a liar.

It's a shame that Riley's bold witness to
basic Christian values in state politics
doesn't give the Coalition cause to cele-
brate. The Governor's faith-based
approach to tax reform has turned the
heads of editorial writersacross the
nation and, more importantly, won the
votes of legislators here at home. But his
plan demonstrates a different kind of
faith that hasn't garnered as much atten-
tion. In the bold act of telling the truth
about our regressive tax system, the
Governor has shown faith in the ability

[continued on Pag 2]



A few words

from Kimble

Ron Gilbert, former
DHR director and Arise
board mem ber, will join
us as an organizer for the
last 15 days until Sept 9.

Wayne Flynt will speak
at 7:00 pm Monday, Aug.
25, at Immanuel Presby-
terian in Montgomery.
His topic: Make History
in Alabama: Vote for
Amendment 1.

I 1l preach Sunday, Aug.
31, at Edgewood Pres-
byterian Church in Bir-
mingham. They re letting
me repeat the sermon on
James 2 that | preached at
Immanuelin Montgom-
ery. Service at 9:30.

About those poll num-
bers After my sermon
at Immanuel, Bill Nowell
shared with me a verse he
had planned to discuss in
his Isaiah class. Isaiah
chastised the people for
their failure of nerve be-
cause they didnt believe
God was able to over-
come their adversaries.
Sound like anyone you
know? Now, | don t want
to say thatif thistax plan
fails, it means that God
was weak. My point is
that we dont have any
business moaning about
how far behind we are in
the polls. Further, we
don t believe in sitting
back, waiting for God to
act. We believe God is
promoting justice in our
world, and that s why we
redouble our efforts: We
have faith that we re on
the rightside of history.

With peace,

Arise Citizens Policy Project Report

Christian Coalition
[continued from Page 1]

of the people of Alabama to face hard facts
and do what s fair.

The truth he speaks is this: The poorest Ala-
bamians  the least of these  pay a far
greater share of their income in state and local
taxes than the richest residents of the state.

To be more precise, Citizens for Tax Justice
has calculated that Alabamians in the lowest
20 percent by income pay state and local taxes
at a rate that's nearly three times the rate paid
by the top 1 percent. Thisis not a matter of
interpretation but of arithmetic. Now that the
Governor has brought thislong-standing
injustice into the daylight, opponents of his
plan are rushing to smoke up the air.

Most notably, the Coalition wants voters to
believe that the problem is not overtaxation of
the poor but overtaxation, period. The Biblical
principle of stewardship figures prominently

in the group's scheme of things (although the
virtues of humility, self-sacrifice and justice

are much harderto find in its approach). The
schools and other state services don't need
more money, itsays better stewardship of
smaller revenues would do the trick.

To bolster this enticing but false claim, the
Coalition asserts that Alabamians, on average,
pay 24.5 percent of their income in state and
local taxes. The so-called analysis behind this
figure is a bogus formula promoted by right-
wing think-tanks: Add up all the money that
flows to state and local governments, divide
by the total number of taxpayers, and call the
result a rough measure of tax burden.

But look closer: Alabama s total revenue
includes such diverse streams as college tui-
tion, taxes on out-of-state corporations, and
billions of dollars in federal grants and match-
ing funds. What if you told a loan officer that
your household income included the value
of Christmas and birthday gifts you received;
services rendered in your neighborhood by
police, firefighters and trash disposal
companies; and your employer-provided
health plan and pension plan? Some would
call such calculations a dishonest use of sta-
tistics. I call it poor stewardship of the truth.

Is there a more reliable approach to calculat-

ing tax burden? Yes. Both the Revenue
Department and Citizens for Tax Justice are
able to add up the revenue from personal
taxes like income, sales, and property taxes
and calculate what Alabamians pay. Citizens
for Tax Justice published their results in Janu-
ary. State and local taxes on Alabamians range
from 3.8 percent to 106 percent of income,
depending on where you live and whether
you re rich, poor or in-between. The middle
group pays 9.6 percent  far short of the 24.5
percent cited by the Christian Coalition.

I appreciate the Christian Coalition s desire to
educate Alabamians about the need for proper
stewardship in state government. But Gov.
Riley has taken a path of greater integrity. He
dares to combine stewardship with fairness.
His visionary plan shows that the two need
not be mutually exc lusive.

He has trimmed spending where it was justi-
fied, but he also knows that good steward ship
sometimes calls for higher spending for
effective programs and areas of critical need.

He also recognizes that fairness demands
more than a tax cut for low- and middle-
income Alabamians who have paid too much.
It also demands a tax increase for those who
have paid too little. Thats the sticking point
for the Coalition it cant acknowledge that
wealthy individuals and corporations arent
rendering enough unto Caesar. Its like the
group only took one lesson from Zacchaeus.
They remember the part about hating the tax
man, but they forget that he repented and
promised to pay his fair share to society.

If the Christian Coalition read the Bible care-
fully, it might re-write its tenet on tax reform
with a nod to adequate services and fairness
and calling for tax increases forrich
individuals and comorations who don t pay
their fair share.

Duley is Executive D irector of Urban Ministry of Bir-
mingham and an Arise board member. Kwamena Blank-
son provided research and the initial draft of this op-ed.

Job opening

Organizer responsible for Arise member
servicesin South Alabama. Salary range
from $25,000, based on experience.
Health and pension plan. Send resume
and writihg sample to Arise by Sept. 15.
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