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Lobby Day kicks off Tax Fairness campaign
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A few words

from Kimble o

We kicked off our campaign for tax
fairness last week with a Capitol
news conferencehat sparked great
coverage and some fine editorials. T
momentum should carry HB 274
through committee passage this mof
and a steady building of our vote coy
until we reach the 63 votes we need
bring it up for House floor debate.
Some legislators are wary; all want t
lower the grocery tax, but some wortf
whether voters support our plan to p
for it. Thereds
calls from you, their constituents!

When you engage people in tax
reform, you help reclaim a deme
cratic processthat has been hijacked
by the o0big mule
testimony for constitutional reform, |
contrasted Arise
with the disengaged adults who start
out as fourtkgraders sitting in boredo
in the House gal
going on and no one to explaid #o
they conclude that the process is

beyond them. Eventually they becom

adults who think government has
nothing to do with their lives. (After |
finished, a class filed into the gallery
and Rep. Jimmy Martin explained th
committee hearing!) Our advocacy t
lower the grocery tax can help restof
Al abamiansd fait
reclaim their role in the democratic
process. On a broader scale, we
reassure voters that they can trust
themselves to write a new state cong
tution. We can replace a constitution
devised in 1901 to deprive citizens
their voice with one that places local
decisions at local levels and entrustg
state legislators with responsibility tg
prepare budget and tax systems to g
vide adequately for the common godg

Our thanks to U.S. Rep. Artur Davis
for reaching out to his colleaguesn

the issue | raised last month: a stimy
package to help states protect healt
care from cuts. Davis circulated a

sigrion letter asking his colleagues t¢ o se Poverty Task Forceén its final

support a Medicaid relief plan for

states. Since states must balance th
budgets, many resort to cutting spen
ing, which only exacerbates a recess

Yours in peace and hope,

Leqgislative update

Budgets stall; ALL Kids freeze possible

By Chris Sanders, policy analyst Alabama could recoup about

Al abamads budget s3o4piliopfgrihe §T<5:Py|ﬁ: lecting
henywhere for a whileLegislative state income tax o the stim Ius_rebates,

budget committee chairmen said last Bigoee said. However, many legislators
ttweek that they plan to hold off work o1V expressed support for a bill that

Nt he stateds Gen er¥pldexemptinosg ghgcksdrgm thetax.j

t©Trust Fund budgets until early April. Elsewhere in the State House last

That would give the Legislature about gi¥ek, the House Government Appro-
, weeks to finalize and pass the bL}dg?Ef)riations Committee received poten-
a)})efore the regular_sessmn ends iA mi |a||y Sobering newsabout ALL Kids,
h Mavy The delay will gllwlavmakers tegh ey s st at e chil drends
get a fullerpicture of how a national  program. State Health Officer Don
economic downturn could affect state \williamson told committee members that
revenues, the chairmen said. without an additional $7.3 million from

oIt may be in t hetheGenetal Fung hewoudhave g ¢

5 tafpaylrs olwailuiftipay late hthey f reeze the program
L game as possi.bl e #£2800gdulyeAfltanyaid, the pregem ¢
D gaidcggr{_ hdgér%gdfokdﬁﬂsge\n\}i”g,tv@oQId have to stop insuring new children
who chairs the Senate Finance and

until attrition trimmed the number of
mgarX@tior@,Qqnﬁral Fund Committes,, henroll,ees to between 55,000 and 60,000
The stateds

bY Bty 2009, he said. _
education budget will

have a little more money available ~ Williamson said the Department of

®next yearthan the Legislative Fiscal ~Public Health had to make a similar
Office initially projected, LFO director decision a few years agand he urged
Joyce Bigbee told the Senate Financelawakers to prevent that from

L Taxationd Education Committeeon happening again.

b Feb. 27. After the LFO released its ~ were children with cancer and children

e numbers earlier in the month, the Ala-With other desperate problems, and they

" bama Couet ofcCivih Appeals Upheldithw e T € put on a wai tin

stateds corporateSadaintomel tWxull Gwbegat

legal challenge. this I n a way that W

| Bigbee said the ETF budget shoud P €O P! €& off .0
gain about $72 million as a result of Throughout the session, Arise staff
f the ruling. But she also told legislatorswill track the status of all of the
that the education budget could lose budget bills, along with other proposals
$59 million because of a provision of theat affect lowncome Alabamians. To
federal economic stimulus package théind the Arise Bills of Interest listing,
"%llows businesses to accelerate their updated weekly, visitwalarise.cagd
d'deprec:iation writeffs. select oLegislation.
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JPoverty Task Force issues final report

Arise priorities figure prominently in  Forrister, who was one of two Ron

the recommendations offered by the governmental members of the task force.
OAny honest apprais
_report, issued in late February. Therefppod ma wi | | poi nt to

eIr . ?
g.capped a foumonth examination of  Amgng the recommendations that
echo cuyrent or recent Arise priorities
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poverty. investment in Individual Development
0The close match is no accident,K 6
said ACPP executive directoKimble [Turn to Paged]
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Arise Lobby Day 2008 1 Celebrating 20 Years!

More than 130 citizen lobbyists

from around the state gathered at

the State House on Feb. 2&r

the 20th anniversary Arise Lobby

Day. Highlights of the action

packed day included reminiscences

by Arisebds founders; presentation of
an anniversary banner; an 80th

birthday wish to Mrs. Alice Pierce,

one of Birminghamds ofoot soldierso
| of the Civil Rights Movement; and

visits to | awmakersd offices. Follow
¥ ing the legislative reception, Rep.

John Knight detailed his new Tax

Fairness Plafsee Pageoljtatewide

media(Photos by Dave Martin)
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