—— Thank you, contributors! ——

Alabama Arise thanks the following organizations
and individuals for their gifts to support lobbying
efforts between July 1 and November 5, 2008:

Alabama Citizens United for the
Rehabilitation of Errants

Alabama Education Association

Alabama NOW

Ala./W. Fla. United Methodist
Conference, Church & Society

Ala./W. Fla. United Methodist Women

All Saints Interfaith Center of Concern,
Anniston

Bay Area Women Coalition, Mobile

Benedictine Sisters, Cullman

Canterbury United Methodist Church,
Church & Society, Birmingham

Christ Episcopal Church, Fairfield

Church Women United, Birmingham

Civitan Club of Montevallo

Edgewood Presbyterian Church,
Birmingham

Edmundite Southern Missions, Selma

First United Methodist Church,
Birmingham

Food Bank of North Alabama

Grace United Methodist Church, Auburn

Highlands United Methodist Church,
Birmingham

Homeless Coalition of the Gulf Coast

Impact Alabama

Jubilee Community Center, Montgomery

Lester Memorial United Methodist
Church, Oneonta

Lutheran Ministries of Alabama, Inc.

Metro Birmingham Services to the
Homeless

Nat’l Assn of Social Workers of Alabama

Pilgrim Congregational UCC,
Birmingham

Prince of Peace Catholic Church,
Birmingham

Project Hope, Lanett

Revelation Baptist Community
Involvement, Mobile

Sand Mountain Concerned Citizens

Shoals Environmental Alliance, Inc.

Sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus

Sisters of Mercy of Alabama, Mobile

South Bay Communities Alliance, Inc.

St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church,
Indian Springs

St. John's Episcopal Church, Decatur

St. Paul United Methodist Church,
Birmingham

Trinity Episcopal Church, Florence

University Presbyterian Church,
Tuscaloosa

Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship ,
Montgomery

Vestavia Hills United Methodist Church

Vestavia Hills UMC Grace Class
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Women As Strength Program,
Birmingham
YWCA of Central Alabama, Birmingham

Rev. Diana Jordan Allende, Opelika

Brenda & Jerry Boman, Notasulga

Nancy Brennan, Montgomery

Paul Britner, Montgomery

Sam Brooke, Montgomery

Mike Brown, Montgomery

Jim Carnes & Erin Kellen, Montgomery

Zack Carter, Montgomery

Sr. Nancy Clark, Pine Apple

Janet Connorton, SSJ, Pine Apple

Paula Copeland, Birmingham

Robert Cowan, Montevallo

Nikki Cox, Montgomery

Rev. Jay Croft, Montgomery

Scott & Lynn Douglas, Birmingham

Shelley Douglass, Birmingham

William Durkin, Birmingham

Jim Gatling & Debbie Pendleton,
Montgomery

Lloyd Goodman, Arlington, Tx.

Judy Gordon, Birmingham

Ruth Gynther, Auburn

Firmon Hardenbergh, Birmingham

Cassie Harris, Auburn

Presdelane Harris, Montgomery

Jack & Heidi Hataway, Montgomery

Peter Horn, Birmingham

Nancy Jackson, Blountsville

Rebecca Jackson, Montgomery

Stan & Gracie Johnson, Birmingham

Danny & Michelle Jones, Birmingham

Shakita Jones, Wetumpka

Mary Latimore, Birmingham

Betty Likis, Birmingham

Peter Maynard, Birmingham

Fr. Richard Myhalyk, Selma

Melissa Oliver, Dadeville

Cary Page, Huntsville

Alice Paris, Tuskegee Institute

Rita Peterman, Gurley

Gillie Presley, Tuscaloosa

Helen Rivas, Birmingham

Judy Roy, Bessemer

Isabel Rubio, Birmingham

Wayne & Cheryl Sabel, Montgomery

Dick Sales, Birmingham

Barbara Seiler, Saluda, N.C.

Ruthie Shetrtill, Tuscaloosa

Pat Siano, Foley

Stephen Stetson, Montgomery

Jackie Tipper, Town Creek

James & Wendy Tucker, Montgomery

Susan Vaughn, Montevallo

Cathy Whelton, Mobile

Lynne Wilbanks, Pelham

Mary Wisdom, Montgomery

Carole B. Zugazaga, Auburn

A few words
[Continued From Page 1]

I remember working our hearts out
for the tax reform vote five years ago,
leading 170 presentations in 90 days,
writing 12 publications and sending daily
e-mail reports to energize our base.

I remember sitting in John Knight’s
office before we walked across the street
for the signing ceremony on the tax
reform bill in 2006. I asked if he worried
that we would wind up in a Riley cam-
paign commercial. He said, “Kimble, I
don’t care! We tried for years to get
other governors to do something and
they didn’t give us the time of day. Bob
Riley wotked with us, and he desetves
credit for that.”

For all of Arise’s history, we have
struggled in a conservative environ-
ment. Come to think of it, I started my
first organizing job as Ronald Reagan
was cutting domestic programs in 1982
and we saw the return of hunger and
homelessness. And it all grew from an
irresponsible stewardship that refused to
cut energy consumption or even collect
the taxes to pay the bills. If we recklessly
cut taxes and regulation, they said, busi-
ness will thrive... and so the bubbles
began. And the whipping boys were
welfare moms and foreign aid, which
people thought were half the budget
when they were really more like a tenth.

Twenty years ago, Arise was created
by thirty-somethings. Now a new
generation of staff and members are
bringing their energy and ideas to the
work, and the time is right to re-fashion
citizens’ relationships to their govern-
ment. It’s a time to agree that we want
to pay for a good system of education, a
good system of healthcare and child care
and transportation ... because all those
supports for families are good for busi-
ness, good for our people, good for
Alabama.

And we’re testing new ways to engage
people, to help them see how their sto-
ries connect with our story. Arise will
continue to believe that passionate orga-
nizing, sound policy analysis, and persis-
tent advocacy will cause Alabama to
Arise.

With peace,
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P.O. Box 612
Montgomery, AL 36101
207 Montgomery St. #900
Montgomery, AL 36104
Phone: (334) 832-9060 or
(800) 832-9060

Fax: (334) 832-9061

Sign up for our listserv by clicking
“Join the Arise discussion list” at
wwiw.alarise.org.

A few words

from Kimble —

I remember my first encounter
with Alabama Arise, the Ways &
Means room packed with Black
and White, young and old people
from Huntsville to Mobile.

I remember Governor Hunt nam-
ing a tax reform task force in 1991
and leaving us out. We faxed in
about 50 letters on member
groups’ letterheads — and we won
a seat.

I remember Arise co-founder
Angie Wright conducting evalua-
tions in 1994 with 80 member
groups. She found it striking that
most of them referred to Arise as
“us,” not “you.” We continue to
cultivate that sense of ownership.

I remember the listening ses-
sions on welfare reform: “What
do you need to help you move
from welfare to work?” We spread
newsprints all over the floor of my
office, and it soon became clear
that people needed jobs, child care
and transportation, not the puni-
tive approach of Gov. Fob James.

I remember the late Vicki Quat-
man standing on a chair, role-
playing the CEO of McDonald’s,
asking everyone to respond to the
company’s quarterly earning goals
and buy a burger. We learned that
dollar goals don’t make people
give; people give because they
believe in our mission.

Our member giving is now at a
gratifying level. Our members
know that they can’t cut their
Arise member dues in hard times —
because we need a vigorous Arise
to fight cuts to child care and
health care in hard times.

[Turn to Page 2]
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Nov. 8 Picnic on Goat Hill

Arise members celebrate 20 years

Y AR
The Capitol grounds provided chilly shade and a majestic back-
drop for Arise’s 20th anniversary picnic. Some 80 Arise friends
[from across the state enjoyed a barbecue lunch and reflections from
two of our founders, Angie Wright and Carol Gundlach. State
coordinator Kimble Forrister offered his own 17-year perspective
(see “A Few Words”). Congressman Artur Davis stirred the
crowd with a testimony to the power of citizen advocacy.




