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Calendar notes

THINKING A YEAR AHEAD

Watch this spacefor
upcoming announcements about
the Equal Voic
Families campaign. The year-long
grassroots organizing effort will
bring 3,500 people from across
the South to Birmingham in
September 2008 announce a
national family platform for
change. Al abam
campaign will be led by the eight
grantees (including ACPP) of the
Marguerite Casey Foundation.
To find out more, or to follow
the progress of Equal Voice,
visit Www.caseygrants.org/
equalvoice2008.

New policy analyst

Chris Sanders has joined the
ACPP staffas a tax and poverty
policy analyst. His first assign-
ment was a formidable one O
researching
recent State of Working Alabama
2007 report (see his overview on
Page 2). A loyal University of
Alabama alumnus, Chris edited
the daily Crimson White his senior
year and won numerous awards

at the School of Law, where he
graduated in May. Chris likes to
spend his Saturdays watching

Al abama footba
following up on reports of his
secret talent for radio

announcing. Welcome, Chris!

and

Report

This newsletter made

possi bl e he

member s

of

Vol. 10, No. 6

September 27, 2007

Annual meeting 2007

Policy agenda stirs lively debate

By Jim Carnes, communications director

OWedve gotten our
declared ACPP board chair Lynn
Douglas as a spirited Sept. 15 annual
meétlt?g Hrew ' Pclode. §1f gaﬁiermg at

Mont gomer y-BGnBersdish i t airttol nembership:the International
( Community Center (Irvington) and the
2008 Pi@ussibnC YCenperd fdr M Hodsihg @V®bile). Both

Fellowship culminated in the selection of
ACPPOs
of the issue proposals highlighted the
sometimes tough call between long-haul
aconsmitipeatrartd legishtive fénsgbility in
the allocation of staff and member
resources. In addition to tax reform and
budget adequacy, which the membership
identified as ope

year, member group representatives placed
the following issues on the 2008 agenda:

a moratorium on the death penalty, fair
and adequate Katrina relief, constitutional
reform, environmental justice, and a state
investment in asset-building for low-

incomgeg\fphamians. we 6 r e
These issues will, in turn, drive the
legislative advocacy work of Alabama

Arise. Two other issues 30 mo n e y
politicsod (a pack

transparency proposals) and pubhc
trraﬁl(sfz tatipn; 0 S 1vedP

from the members afte
on the priority agenda.

dogsgmengs

ng to win slots

Members also voted two new groups

[Turn to Page 2]

,

Members attendmg the 2007 annual meeting included

(top) Sister Janet Connorton of Pine Apple, Roger
McCullough and Bobby Cardwell of Columbiang;
(below, from right) Rita and Lawrence Johnson of

Coden, Judy Roy of Bessemer, DeForrest Brown of

Birmingham, and Ella Ervin of Mobile; (left) Lisa

Thomas of Brewton and Sister Judith Smits of Mobile.

Ari s


http://www.caseygrants.org/Equalvoice2008/index.html
http://www.caseygrants.org/Equalvoice2008/index.html

A few words State of Working Alabama 2007
from Kimble o Report finds gaps in economic gains

Our overarching strategies By Chris Sanders, policy analyst fees at t-jRaecollgzdsamd € 6 S

swing like a pendulum.Should . universities haﬁfe soared 78 percent
WE IOCuSs our €Irorts narrowlyr
f ffort yIf |[Many Al abamians ar eSlrgm% 99657 m%kgnlarquﬁderlmguatet
we devote our energies to the 20 gai ns t hat t he st at eosI e’coﬁ]% E'n\x as
e€ less accessible to lowW-inco

swing districts, we can have a madein recent years, according to a new jl\ifll;amians e
greater effect .. LPAkLGi%arlith ¥k mMh byhdid ¢ ' N
to reach House members whoare | o5y t | 7 ens o Pol i Gy PyAljabcamadrshes hrarpe raf,

undecided on our tax reform plan.

Why devote as much effort on the State of Working Alabama 2007, examines which stands at 8.8 percent, is well

55 who supported it last year? (Of data from the U.S. Census Bur_eau and _bel(?w the 12 percent national level but
course. we still have to reach all 35 | Other sources to assess trends in employ- is higher than that for all of our Deep
senato;s,) ment, income, wages and other areas South neighbors.

But the narrow approach can affecting state 1 esf|deydmdo £ CrodPrme s iSvt
leave us unprepared for larger |10 the last few decades. continues to hinder lower-income

struggles. A case in point was the | Ther e port finds t hatWolkes HYRSthesapegoverty, even
statewide tax reform vote in 2003. | megian household income fell for the ~ after a long-overdue increase in the

bos 1 doesnat mihydsyaiotygatip 2005 )qagdyhar  income tax thrcshold last yar.
i Vs

come from. And |TediaR Wigss Fye beensggnagtgince ACPP executive director Kimble

3

challenged to broaden our strate- | the decade began. Those trends mirror Forrister saidthe report shows that

gies in two large campaigns. national patterns and come cven though everyday Alabamianstill face many

Next September, 3,500 people the stat eos gross diwaeisémngeprosdweésv édas
will gather in Birmingham to grown more than the national Gross state economy, but m
promote a national family plat- | Domestic Product (GDP) since 2001. itswaytolow-i ncome resi den
form for change.Similar gather- | AAlabama continues to trail the regionand s ai d. o601t ds still to
ings will happen the same day in nation in median income and wage people trying to get
Los Angeles and Chicago. While measures, the report says. . . .

we will have the help of some 50 _ The fu'll report is available online at

groups across the Deep South that |Al @b ama remai ns o nwewadsgitizeds.dy.eo r@y@st aihQdn O s

are funded by the Marguerite poorest statesthe ACPP report finds, copy, contact the ACPP office.

Casey Foundation, the Alabama despite a record-low unemployment rate

groups are responsible for recruit- | and almost 100,000 new jobs added since

ing 1,500 of the total. As you 2002. More than 21 percent of children Annual meeting 2007

know, wedve hadydnfor thin)5 per&@ of hilkdsidlents
out for a conference before, but fell below the federal poverty line in
recruiting 1,500 is a much bigger 150050 6 . | 'n additi on, grodpd havbbacimaride s thpceadtal € N t -

challenge. The excitement of rais-

[Continued from Page 1]

) 4 . . . age of residents without health insurance, coalition addressing the inadequacies
ing our issues in the presidential housh still bel h ional level. h . .. ¢ . lief fundi
campaign will help us out. Watch | though still below the national level, has and inequities of Katrina relief funding
for more information to come. grown in the last two years. for Alabama.

Arise and Greater Birmingham | Other findings include: The organizing committee of the

ACPP board presented for discussion

o Racial disparities persist in the Alabama ] .
proposal.to extend voting pnr]1\é116§els tg

economy. African %\1 ivl%ul;tl nénBetl. %t%resent, only n

Ministries are joining the
Pushback Network (see Page
3), a six-state effort to get more

people involved in voting. Over wages are almost a third lower than contact persons for member groups are
the next year, we hope to sign up those for Whites, and. the u.nemploy-A . entitled to vote on issue priorities and
20,000 peopl e hnentma ey A fricadhAmericansrisi - other membershin decisions. In offerin
cally been as engaged in civic life more than double that for Whites. p : 8

one possible model for weighting

as the population in general. o .
e The wage gap between men and women  individual and group votes, the commit-

Imagine: If our efforts can add

20,000 voters each year over the in Alabama is larger than in the South tee acknowledged the complexity of the
next five years, the numbers start or nation as a whole. In addition, matter and responded to member
to make a real difference. And that womenods wor kf or c e cofic@n Hy tabling thegrbpbs@id at e
will require that we all pitch in and the state is more than 20 percent lower work out details.
do our part, so please help! than that for men. Also at the meeting, members signed
Yours in peace and hope, e University graduates have seen mean- up for visitsto present their legislators

ingful wage growth in Alabama in the with the 2008 Arise issue priorities. Issue

last few decades. But median tuition and  brochures are in the works.
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Washington update Housing issues gain new voice

By Jim Carnes, communications director By Ron Gilbert, senior policy analyst at that meeting came th_e Low-
Income Housing Coalition of
The fate of SCHIP Recent Census data reflects that Alabama (LIHCA), launched at a

almost 72 percent of all Alabamagathering in Birmingham in July.

By the time this newsletter goes to presstate . .
residencesare ownet-occupied,

governments and low-income working families A steering committee of 26

across the country will know whether health among the highest rates in the . . :

insurance for millions of children remains secure nation. But that ﬁgure fails to take statewide volunteerss Worklng

ot suddenly disappears. A dozen states, including into account the condition of the t o develop t. he coe

Georgia and Mississippi, will be unable to stateds housin glnfréstfu%uée knd mepbgrdip n y mb e

maintain their State |GhhbmheRs Bdbfnsins e a | t hbas¢, sbgin moapnobitetatus,

Program (SCHIP) after Sept. 30 if funding is not availability of accessible ;md review state housing policies and

extended, according to estimates 'by the Depart- affordable housing for people with draft a long-range plan to increase

r(rjlent of Health and Human Sefvlces I:\)and the hdisagili fies, and the overaR ilncre%se ¥OW—~IHCOI’I]€ housmg opportl.mltles,
ophgressiona esea 9 houginrg Losts. Theése factors e Titlfding the possible establish-

ALL Kids program began operating in 1997 as the

) k ment of an Alabama housing trust
first SCHIP to be approved in the nation after

among the concerns that led to a

Congtess authorized the federal-state partnership. series of meetings among housing ]f;nd.. TT coalition h;' s engaged a
ALL Kids is not considered to be on the high-risk advocates, consumers, developers, 1rming am nonprp 1t agency, )
l'ist as this week6s V| ocddelsctviecprowders and Collaborative Solutions, to provide

governmental representatives over start-up technical support.

Whatever the immediate outcome, the stand- the last 18 th
! e las months.
off between President Bush and Congresseer LIHCA offers Alabamians with

re.authorlzavtlon of the 10—year—old.S'CHIP has Sheila Crowley of the National  an interest in lowincome
raised public awareness about a critical component .

of our nationdés healt Ito -Incorpe Hoysing ¢ 1, 5 n NOUSIAG,isSHEg gpportunity to

the already broad alliance of SCHIP supporters. oalition, while in Alabama fora speak with a common voice. To

With the election year upon us, the pressure to the 2007 ACPP conference in Feb- join the effort or to find out more
strengthen the safety net for low-income working ruary, met with this diverse group about the coalition partners and
families is sute to grow. to consider strategies for addressing plans, contact Ashley Kerr at

_ _ _ Al abamads housi@mpoznoeiedsemilrr om t h
Katrina funding at issue connections and consensus forged  Ashley@collaborativesolutions.net.

Thirteen Alabamians joined other Katrina
victims and alliesfrom Louisiana and Mississippi . -

in Washington on Tuesday, Sept. 25, to attend a AC P P JOI ns PUSh baCk N etwork
Senate Banking Committee hearing on the Gulf . .
Coast HousingRecovery Act. S. 1%68. Of special Participatory democracy is one the network. The other states

concetn to the south Mobile County contingent is of the thrgadSthat runs t.hrough cur.rentl}.r participating ae

the omission of Alabama from additional funding ACPPOs vari ed V\(D.hlfokna, Keftucky, OlMIRAIEPD | ty

authorized in the cutrent bill. The group met with | organizing and public policy New Mexico and New York. ACPP

Sen. Richard Shel by, |tadnlgsis. TlasRUmminér AP0 S  regeduive dir€tor Kimble Forrister
Republican, before the hearing to urge his support joined the Pushback Network, a and organizing team leader Pres

for the bill and an amendment to add Alabama two-year-old coalition of state- Harris were among the more than

funding. The committee has not yet announced a based organizations that share the 100 advocates and grasstoots lead-

date for moving the bill forward goal of O Cr e ateks fiogh thasix Pughlind Gafesa C y
Some 2,000 Mobile Countians remain in whete grassroots communities, who attended the
FEMA campersmore than two years after the who have been historically pushed  National Convening in Louisville,

storm and one year after environmental tests to the political margins, lead toward Ky., in mid-July.

revealed dangerous levels of formaldehyde in the social change rooted in progressive

temporary housing. Community Development values. 6 The n e(‘)[ T\,\J’]Oer kP r'f OO”éitSeer g0 f i C
Block Grants allocated for recovery in south ' potent i aHarrisa@d.t er s ¢

Mobile County have yet to be released. When they strategies for engaging U%nder— Omeans reachin a
do become available, the grants will serve only 10 represented constituencies 0 p .eople ial lead . . d 9
petcent of the 1,200 applicants, and hundreds of colot, low-wealth and working- potential jeadcrs, ACVISES an
were unable to meet the application deadline. class communities, and young WF)rld-Changers. We hope our Work

with the Pushback Network will

To receive email alertson these and other people Bin the electoral process. help make ACPP a greater force of
upcoming actions in Congress and the Legislature, ACPP and Greater Birmingham citizen advocates.

go to arisecitizensorga nd ¢ I i c knad J o|il Mirfidtrie®repesent Alabaman
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Every gift extends our message about the need to
change policies that affect low-income Alabamians.
ACPP thanks the following for their generous
gifts received between July 23 and Sept. 21, 2007:

ACCR Foundation,Birmingham

Steven Adkison & Elizabeth Wheat,
Birmingham

William Anders, Sheffield

Bill Baird, Auburn

Jere L. BeasleyMontgomery

Cala & James BoboFlorence

Brenda & Jerry BomanNotasulga

Jon Broadway Montgomery

Joel Brouwer,Tuscaloosa

Rhonda Brownstein,Montgomery

Bobby Cardwell & Roger McCullough,
Columbiana

Jim Carnes & Erin Kellen,Montgomery

Sally Cauthen Duxbury, Mass.

Joyce M. Church Birmingham

Jennifer Clarke & Patricia Todd,
Birmingham

John CleverdonPoint Clear

Joan Colburn,Auburn

Janet Connorton, SSXPine Apple

Paula Copeland Birmingham

Rev. Frank Covington Auburn

Robert Cowan,Montevallo

Saradell CrawfordSan Antonio, Texas

Judy Collins Cumbee].anett

Gabriele Darch,Auburn

Lynn Douglas, Birmingham

Charles Duke,Huntsville

Tom & Doreen Duley, Birmingham

Billy & Helen Dykes, Lillian

M.J. Ellington, Montgomery

Debbie Elliott & Stephen Taylor,
Washington, D.C.

Carl R. & Georgia Flock,Birmingham

Kimble Forrister & Calli Patterson,
Montgomery

Christine Freeman ,Montgomety

Douglas Freeman Montgomery

David Gary,Birmingham

William Giardini, Brownsboro

Ron Gilbert, Douglasville, Ga.

Judy Gordon,Birmingham

Barbara Grant,Montgomery

Gwendolyn Gray Montgomery

Philip & Edah Grover, Birmingham

Carol Gundlach,Shorter

Sandra Halperin,Auburn

JoEllen Held, Florence

Carl Hill, Auburn

Veronica Hill, Millbrook

Bil Hitchcock, Montgomery

Mary Ellen Hoffman, Fairhope

Mary Holdsambeck, Huntsville

Nick & Margaret Holler, Auburn

Arise Citizens®epdtol i cy

Your support makes a difference!

Peter Horn, Birmingham

Roberta JackelAuburn

Janice JacksonMontgomery
Linda Jenkins, Montgomery

Stan & Gracie JohnsonBirmingham
Mark Johnston,Nauvoo

Carolyn Jordan Birmingham

Marty Keller, Birmingham

Robin Lambert, Harlan, Ky.

Mary Latimore, Montgomery

Kent Lauderdale,Opelika

Sandra Lawler Birmingham

Gary Orlando Lewis,Gadsden
Betty Likis, Birmingham

Rev. Robert LoshuertosMadison
Cindy Lowry, Birmingham

R.G. Lyons,Birmingham

Jessie McDaniel Montgomery
Ron Manning, Brierfield

Jamie Martin, Montgomery
Marjorie Masterson,Huntsville

Bill & Yvonne Messer,Montgomery
Claire Sams Milligan,Montgomery
Merlin Newton, Montgomery
Melissa Oliver, Dadeville

Harry Olmstead, Birmingham
Alice Paris, Tuskegee Institute
John Pickens Montgomery

Hiram J. Powell, Auburn

Amelie Ratliff, Jamaica Plain, Mass.
Peggy Raynor Raleigh, N.C.

Helen Rivas,Birmingham

Ted & Becky Romano,Orange Beach
Frank Romanowicz,Birmingham
Jennifer RosenbaumMontgomery
Judy Roy,Bessemer

Isabel Rubio, Birmingham

Nell Rush, Birmingham

Dick Sales,Birmingham

Lydia Satcher,Auburn

Michael Scarborough,Huntsville
J. Wayne SellersGuntersville
Carolyn SerokaAuburn

Ruthie Sherrill, Tuscaloosa
Dorothy & Samuel Shippen Prattville
Joe & Nora Sims,Prattville

Arthur Snyder,Tuscaloosa

Larry Stewart,Alabaster

Micki Beth Stiller, Montgomery
Frances SuttonWetumpka
William Sutton, Montgomety
Alfred Taylor, Pell City

Deborah A. Thomas,Montgomery
Sr. Magdala ThompsonMobile
Pamela Tidwell, Montgomery
Jackie Tipper,Town Creek

Rosa Toussaint,Huntsville

Sr. Bertha True,Cullman

James & Wendy TuckerMontgomery

Project

Elaine E. Vancleave Birmingham
Connie Wagnon Birmingham
Bill & Josie Walsh,Auburn
Penny WeaverMontgomery
Lorna Wiggins, Auburn

Randall Williams, Montgomery
Freda Winegar,Opelika

Carol & Ralph Womer,Auburn
Carol Woodcock Montgomery
Teri Wright, Birmingham

Eldon Zimmerman, Birmingham

The extra mile

Special thanks to the Unitarian-
Universalist Church of Tuscaloosa for an
additional gift of $162 toward the reprint
ofThe Al abama
the first 20,000 copies gone in five
months and requests still pouring in, we
ordered another 15,000 at a cost of
$2,000. Wedve
cover this
like to help more Alabama tenants learn
about their new rights and responsibili-
ties, make your check to ACPP and mark
it oTenant

Health care documentary
draws ACPP supporters

The Sept. 15 ACPP benefit showing

of Sicko, Mi ¢ hael
documentary about the U.S. health care
industry, drew an enthusiastic response
from the 135 people in attendance.
Thanks to everyone who helped make
the event a success.

0OAdequat e,
one of
development director Brenda Boman.
OWe wanted to
nity to consider the connections
between the national health care crisis

and our chronic underfunding of health
coverage forlow-i nc o me Al
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